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Welcome from The Chairman
As Chairman of the Shropshire Junior Football League, it’s my 
privilege to welcome you to the celebration evening to mark 50 
years of the league providing grassroots football across the county. 

Shrewsbury and District Sunday Junior Football League was 
established for the 1973/74 and is the founding league for junior 
football in Shropshire and 25 teams in 3 divisions at U13, U14 
and U15 made up the competition. In 1982 the league changes 
name to Shropshire County Sunday Junior Football League 
before becoming the Shropshire Junior Football League in 2006.  
Today 229 teams across 28 divisions from U7-U16s, plus 61 futsal 

teams and 2981 players registered forms the competition. Futsal Festival is the ONLY event 
that has been running continuously since 2009 and by any league affiliated to 
THE FOOTBALL ASSOSCIATION.

For many seasons Cup Finals and Festivals were played at various venues across the county 
(ie) Ludlow Stadium, TNS and Market Drayton Town FC grounds, but the impact of Covid 
changed many things. With the league’s HQ moving to Shrewsbury Sports Village, and futsal 
being played there since 2009, in 2024 a new partnership was established with all League 
and Charity Cup Finals (18 finals and 2 festivals) moved to the village as a natural progression 
to centralise the league’s competition.  

Many challenges still lie ahead, not least ‘Future Fit’ but SJFL will embrace these FA Initiatives 
as the lead county league as it previously has done with the implementation of 9v9 football, 
Whole Game Player Registrations, Kick It Out and No Heading Trial. 

Tonight, we are here to recognise those volunteer, clubs and people who make a real 
difference to grassroots football. Dedicating time, commitment on voluntary basis for the 
benefit of so many to play and enjoy football.

‘Ability is nothing without opportunity’

M.R. Hames
Mike Hames 
Chairman. Shropshire Junior Football League

2

www.shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk  |  www.facebook.com/SJFLofficial
YEARS OF JUNIOR

FOOTBALL
YEARS OF JUNIOR

FOOTBALL
YEARS OF JUNIOR

FOOTBALL
YEARS OF JUNIOR

FOOTBALL



Programme

Menu

7.00pm	 Arrival
7.30pm	 Reception and Welcome
7.40pm 	 Master of Ceremonies
7.45pm 	 Chairman’s Welcome
8.00pm 	 Buffet is served
9.00pm 	 Charge Your Glass
9.15pm 	 SJFL Awards
10.00pm 	 Raffle Draw
10.15pm 	 Irish Bingo
10.35pm 	 Thank You
10.55pm 	 Carriages

Buffet menu and fresh salad bar
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Table plan
1.	 Shropshire Junior Football League:  Eric Parker + Guest 
2.	 Bayston Hill Juniors:  Male Referee Award + Guests: Female Referee Award + Guests 
3.	 Meole Brace Juniors: Market Drayton Tigers 
4.	 Shropshire FA: Georgia Williams Trust: Jim Mitchell + Guest   
5.	 SAHA: Worthen Juniors 
6.	 Meresiders: Prees Club 
7.	 Shawbury Utd: Shrewsbury Juniors 
8.	 Shrewsbury Up & Comers: Whitchurch Alport
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SJFL – What WE Do
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Shropshire Junior Football League is affiliated to the Shropshire Football Association as a 
self-financing non-profit organisation and are England Football Accredited, as all member 
clubs must be to remain affiliated.  

In addition to a match programme for U7 – U16 football the league provides two trophy 
festival events for U10, U11 & U12 teams and three Cup Competitions for U13 to U16 teams. 
At the start of the season an ‘Introduction to Football Festival’ for U7s is held to help new 
teams gain game time experience before starting their inaugural season. (this format is 
under review as part of The FA Future Fit of Football with SJFL as the assigned county 
affiliated league for to the FA Initiative).

From the Festival of Finals (gate receipts / donations pledged) SJFL raised £1000 to Hope 
House Children’s Charity and £1506 to Life of Riley Charity. The league has pledged a min 
£500 to Little Stars Charity who will be the sponsored charity at the U7 Introduction to 
Football Festival in September. This millennium SJFL has now raised over £45000 to charities.

In May SJFL was honoured to be invited to the official opening of “The Garden For Alice” 
at the Robert Jones and Agness Hunt Hospital in Gobowen following a generous donation 
of £908 raised from the Charity Cup Finals in April 2023. It was a prestigious event for the 
league to be involved and help the garden come to fruition.  In helping worthy charities the 
foregoing clearly demonstrates how the league’s community football festivals of cup finals 
play an important part helping the wider community – benefiting many 
www.shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/category/charities

SJFL is committed to delivering an Inclusive Football League that tackles all forms of 
discrimination and encourages inclusive practices. The league is the ONLY league that 
continues to support Kick It Out and  ‘The FA Heads Up’ (mental health / wellbeing of young 
people) in partnership with the Georgia Williams Trust (Official Respect Partner).The Trust 
is an integral part of the RESPECT Awards and with their support SJFL offers sponsorship for 
Referee’s course fees for new referees wanting to join the league’s pool of referees.  

England Football Accreditation is key for club and league development as grassroots football 
continues to change irrespective of ability, gender, ethnic origin and different formats of 
the game. To this end SJFL secured a grant from The Football Foundation and purchased 
a new set of 9v9 goals for Shrewsbury Sports Village which now allows more festivals and 
competitions to be played in this format to meet increasing demand for 9v9 football. 
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Achievements
The FIRST: 2009 – FA CS League in the country. Implemented Futsal:  2013 – FA Respect 
League Award.  2015 – Awarded FA National Referee Development Partner League. Georgia 
Williams Trust becomes Official Respect Partners: 2016 received The Mayor of Shrewsbury 
Gold Award for improving the wellbeing of young people. 2010- 2020 – FA CS Community 
League Award winners (10x times winners).  2010 -2017– FA CS League Regional winners 
(5x times winners). The FIRST: 2019 FA CS League to be awarded the national FA 
Grassroots Award winners of the We Only Do Positive (first national award for any league/
club affiliated to Shropshire FA).  

About the Awards
It’s over 50 years since the Shropshire Junior Football, as the FIRST junior football league, 
was established and provided affiliated football for 25 teams in 3 divisions. This season 229 
teams from U7s to U16 across 28 divisions and futsal now enjoy playing football.  As leagues 
grow and develop so does the demand for volunteers at club and league level to manage 
and facilitate the competition. We are here tonight to recognise those volunteers, clubs and 
people who make a real difference to grassroots football. Dedicating time and commitment 
on a voluntary basis for the benefit of so many to play and enjoy football at whatever level 
and formats of the game.
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SJFL Club of the Year: 
Presented by SJFL President, Eric Parker 
To…………………………………………

SJFL Club Secretary of the Year: 
Presented by SJFL Secretary, Jan Butler 
To…………………………………………

SJFL Tom Farmer Volunteer of the Year: 
Presented by SJFL Chairman, Mike Hames 
To…………………………………………..

SJFL Male Referee of the Year: 
Presented by SJFL Referees Appointments Officer, Simon Robinson 
To……………………………………………

SJFL Female Referee of the Year: 
Presented by SJFL Referees Appointments Officer, Simon Robinson 
To……………………………………………

SJFL Life Member:      
Presented by SJFL Vice President, David Rowe    

Jim Mitchel (2009)	 Jan Butler (2009)	 Bernie Butler (2009)	  
Rob Orme (2009)	 Mike Hames (2012)	 Eric Parker (2019) 

SJFL League Officer/Members: 
Presented by SFA Chairman, Dave Simpson

Phil Williams	 Becky Reid	 Simon Robinson	 Wayne Walton

SJFL Honaray Vice President:  
Presented by SJFL President, Eric Parker

David Rowe (1997)

SJFL Respect Partner: 
Presented by SJFL Chairman, Mike Hames

Georgia Williams Trust (2015), Lynnette Williams
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Housekeeping

With thanks
The SJFL50 Celebration Evening and Awards 2025 were made possible thanks to the support 
of a number of people and thanks are given to:

• Our guests from Shropshire Football Association 
• Our Respect Partners - Georgia Williams Trust 
• Shrewsbury Sports Village 
• Our hosts at the Corbet Arms, Uffington 
• Dedicated Officers of the Shropshire Junior Football League 
• The Master of Ceremonies

In the event of a fire:

•	Please ensure that you are familiar with your nearest Emergency Exits.

•	If you discover a FIRE raise the alarm immediately via the nearest ‘break glass’ or by 
	 informing a member of staff or security.  

•	In the event of an emergency during the event please leave the building immediately  or		  
	 proceed to a marked refuge point.

•	DO NOT attempt to take anything with you. On exiting, move well away from the building 
	 to the marked assembly point in the far corner of the car park, as directed by centre staff.   

• DO NOT attempt to return to the building until either the venue’s fire evacuation controller 
	 or the Chief Fire Officer gives the all clear.

Security: Please be aware of your personal property and keep your valuables with you at all 
times – leaving belongings unattended can encourage thieves.

Prize Raffle and Irish Bingo
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The Georgia Williams Trust

Free your spirit – join in

Luna's Legacy
Supporting bereaved parents in Shropshire


