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Ladies clocking up the miles

SHREWSBURY TOWN Women and
Girls have not let the coronavirus stop
them clocking up the miles for a good
cause — as their efforts near £500.

With football kicked to the sidelines
for the past few months, Town’s girls’
team were keen to do their bit for Sev-
ern Hospice and reached for their run-
ning shoes while individually hitting the
road.

From the start of this month, they
pledged to support the Shropshire and
Powys charity by partaking in the ‘Miles
to Pounds’ fundraiser.

The players agreed that, for every
pound donated to their fundraiser, they
would run a mile. The idea started out as
an exercise challenge among the playing

ranks but they agreed to put their hard
miles to good use.

And the ladies, who play under the
umbrella of Shrewsbury Town’s In The
Community charity partner, are on the
verge of smashing their initial £500 tar-
get.

They have raised £452, collected from
the generous donations of 40 supporters.

There remains work to do for the play-
ers, whose team play in the West Mid-
lands Women’s League Division One
North. The squad have so far complet-
ed 324.22 miles between them in three
weeks, meaning they will continue to
clock up the distance.

The ladies are tracking their miles on
mobile running app Strava — insisting

there will be no hiding from the chal-
lenge.

The squad said in a statement: “Given
the amount of miles the team were cov-
ering, we thought why not raise money
for a great cause at the same time?

“Given the current circumstances, we
wanted to pick somewhere in our local
community where we could help make
a difference. That place for us is Severn
Hospice.”

The charity provides specialist care
and support free of charge to families
across Shropshire and North Powys who
are living with incurable illness.

To support the team on their jour-
ney, visit justgiving.com/fundraising/
lockdownfundraisersevernhospice

Allscott looking
for youngsters

ALLSCOTT are appealing for young foot-
ballers to be part of a new under-21 side as
they look to build for the future.

The village club hope to add to the recent
success of its senior team in the West Mid-
lands League by adding a youthful outfit to
its ranks.

Any interested players, aged under 21
and looking for a new challenge, should
email Paul Lewis at paul@timberkit
solutions.co.uk

Subject to Covid-19 government regula-
tions, Allscott will look to hold a trial day
for the under-21s side.

Home fixtures are played at Allscott
Sports and Social Club.

Groome aims high after

Ward finally says ‘yes’

Deacon looks
heaven sent
for punters

DEACON hit the mark on his most re-
cent outing in February and can follow
up in the Prix d’Aquitaine at Lyon-Paril-
ly tomorrow.

The Dansili colt was having his third
start for Christopher Head on that occa-
sion having shown some promise when
previously trained by his father, Freddy.

Placed on his first couple of attempts
for his new handler, Deacon seemed to
relish being allowed to make all over 12
furlongs as he switched back from an ex-
tended mile and five furlongs.

He built up a decent advantage and
while his rivals caught up a bit in the
closing stages, Deacon still won in a
comfortable manner. Head sticks to 12
furlongs here and Deacon can shine
again.

Head snr can also be among the win-
ners with Suffrage in the Prix Bruleur.

He suffered a bit of a troubled passage
on his racecourse bow at Fontainebleau
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Ricketts to keep an
eye on deadline day

SAM RICKETTS and Shrewsbury Town will be keep-
ing a keen eye on tonight’s transfer deadline for Pre-
mier League and Championship clubs.

The 5pm closing time for the top two divisions does
not directly affect Shrewsbury, whose transfer win-
dow — alongside other League One and League Two
clubs — shuts on Monday, September 2.

But, while Premier League and Championship out-
fits can’t sign players permanently or on loan after
5pm today, they can sell or loan players to League
One and League Two until the start of September.

Town have been linked with a loan for West Brom
midfielder Sam Field, who is of interest, but the
21-year-old also has Championship trackers, while
Shrews are understood to be in a similar position
with Bristol City midfielder Liam Walsh.

Should the duo, and any other Town loan targets,
miss out on Championship loans this evening, then
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'd get the green light to make a League One

ore September 2, thus strengthening Town’s

McNally column
See Page 39

Pace ace is
- ruled out of
second Test

ENGLAND pace bowler
Olly Stone will miss the
second Ashes Test after

being ruled out for at
least a fortnight with a
back injury.

Stone, who suffered
the injury in training
on Tuesday, joins fellow
pacemen James Anderson
and Mark Wood in being
ruled out of the Lord’s
Test.

Warwickshire sport
director Paul Farbrace
said: “It’s really disap-
pointing for Olly that he’s
been ruled out of action
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League d|gs deep for charities

targeting promotion next
season — after finally
netting the manager
they have chased for a
number of years.

Former Wolves youngster
and Crown Meadow No.2 Gra-

By Lewis Cox

lewis.cox@mnamedia.co.uk

months, meaning that four
clubs will again achieve promo-
tion from the West Midlands

towards the end of last year, but he did
seem to be travelling well enough at one
point before folding a bit tamely in the
finish. The 11-length margin of defeat is
possibly not a fair reflection of his run
and 10 furlongs should be within his
compass.
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The Shropshire Junior Football League was
the first county league to have a Respect

liams Trust) and Shropshire FA football development manager Darren Beech. Front: SJFL secretary Jan Butler and ex-England international Karen Carney

ee for Shropshire Junior League

THE Shropshire Junior Football League
were Wembley winners as they picked up a

of the Community Shield between Man-
chester City and Liverppol.

so that we know the full
course of treatment that
he can undertake with
the club’s medical team
and with the support of
the ECB.”

Stone, 25, made his
Test debut against Ire-
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boots in 2012, the 37-year-old
has held assistant roles at
Bridgnorth’s West Midlands
Premier rivals Wolverhampton
Sporting and Black Country
Rangers.

He brings with him assis-

ing in have got a great foot-
balling pedigree and can really
take us to the next level.
“We've got a lot of ambi-
tion and desperately want
to get back to where the old
Bridgnorth Town were 10 years

staged at Market Drayton Town’s Greenfields home
at the end of April, was to be held in partnership and
support of charities, with an emphasis of those in
support of mental health of young people.

The league were due to match the funding of the
gate receipts for the events, which was sponsored by
the Georgia Williams Trust and Kidz In Focus. They

The generous actions are just the latest example
of the SJFL's commitment to support local charities.
The league has raised more than £32,000 since 2000
in support of 69 good causes.

One event the Shropshire Junior Football League
were able to wrap up before the health crisis lock-
down was the Futsal Respect Festival. They staged

even behind closed doors, would take
place before June 1 at the earliest.

The BHA on Saturday published its
protocols for resuming behind closed
doors at Newcastle on that date, and
Dunshea said it had been recognised
that racing differed in its make-up from

SR I TENEy TIRgETIAT Ar iamate reltionsag heps
fundane probizms 1aal Gaes be=r dragging pou dowr.
I'poer ioves's anms.

UGLIET 23 — SEFTEMBER 22
brings boih smalanal and inlslechal sristction

guest of honour at its 40th anniversary cel-

ehrations.

The Channel Islander had hot-footed it up to Shrews-
bury from the Sky Sports studios to attend the event at the
Greenhous Meadow, celebrating one of the region’s biggest
grassroots football success stories.

He entertained the audi-
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come next week’s second
leg as they get ready to
face Ludogorets Razgrad in
the Europa League in Bul-
garia tonight.

about for league games and Euro-
pean games.

“They went out (of the Champi-
ons League) to Ferencvaros, the
Hungarian champions. They were
unfortunate on the night at home.

“They missed a penalty and I

sion-based team and make others
work for it and then create the
openings.

“We’ve seen good footage of them
and we’re well aware of their capa-
bilities.”

Ruscoe has a fully-fit squad as

content of UK newspapers

in 2018 was 69.2% E

Printed and Published by the
Proprietors, EXPRESS & STAR
LIMITED, at the offices of the
company 51-53 Queen Street,
‘Wolverhampton WV1 1ES and at
Ketley, Telford TF1 5HU. Regis-
tered at the PO as a newspaper.
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feels the new management
team are an exciting prospect.

The expectations are lofty
at Crown Meadow, where the
club harbour hopes of a return

with the club now, we've got
the facility, a good reputation
again in the town and the last
piece of the jigsaw was getting
the football bang on and hope-

The finals have been scrapped due to government
guidelines, but have been rearranged for 2021 — and
the league has been united in the decision to pledge
crucial financial support to charities in need.

The SJFL donated £2,000 from their charity fund

The Futsal festival ran on Sundays, for under-7s to
under-10s youngsters, with 61 teams taking part in
a full programme of 16 fixtures each weekend. Over
the nine weeks, a total of 288 teams took part — which
also included the successful ‘We only do Positive —

ral-based sport, we are an outdoor en-
vironment — both our training and rac-
ing environments are outdoor and pose
lower level of risk and position us as a
very different sport to football and rug-
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assistant editor Carl Jones,
signed dozens of auto-
graphs, posed for countless
pictures, and helped league
officials to hand out a string

B Long Service: Rob
Orme, Bernie Butler, Mike
Hames

B Club Of The Season:
Shrewsbury Juniors
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League after being knocked out of
the Champions League last week
following a 3-0 aggregate defeat
against Danish giants FC Copen-
hagen.

“Theyre going to think they’re
big favourites for the game and ob-
viously going out there, we’ll have
a look at what they’ve got to offer
and make sure that we stay in the

lost to Copenhagen 1-0,” said Rus-
coe, referring to his side’s two pre-
vious away games in their current
European campaign.

“Every year that tends to go by,

N of awards. - . .
to step five — a position the fully we’ve done that.” and reserves to four charities, receiving £500 each. Kick It Out’ anti-racism themed day in February, by, for example. I'm very, very comfort- ke vy I's nkce: o incee you "I?'ﬂ o Le Tissier, who is now so:_S%:églragrey ?_feI/rvIIIse Sgg_ They are now preparing for their game and we're in a position where you want to make improvements,
club in their former guise of @ AFC Bridgnorth Develop- PRISM Telford, who will again support next year’s  with support from the Shropshire FA Youth Council able that our sport is being seen as a :Fg'?m :mmmw a regular pundit on Sky " ( Crickmerry, Market Drayton TF9 2BG fifth and sixth European ties of the we can bring them back and play at even if they’re only small improve-

Bridgnorth Town held a decade
ago.

The proposed restructuring
of non-league, due this sum-
mer, has been postponed 12

ment are looking to become one
of the clubs entering the new
Salop Leisure Feeder League,
which is scheduled to launch
for 2020/21.

rescheduled finals, has been backed by the league.
The community support service provide peer-led
emotional support and listening service for bereaved
children and young people.

Also receiving a donation of £500 was Shrewsbury

and Georgia Williams Trust.

The midweek programme catered for ages between
under-11 to 13 for a third year, with the assistance of
an FA Futsal grant. In total more than 70 teams and
500 youngsters enjoyed access to the event.

different sport to other contact sports by
government, and I'm sure in the broader
context of that comment it was focusing
more on the contact sports rather than
sports such as racing.”
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Sports’ Soccer Saturday
show, praised the role of
organisations such as the
Shropshire Junior Football
League for providing an im-
portant stepping stone for
many professional players.

westry Boys and Girls Club

W Services To Referee-
ing: Keith Davies

H Volunteer Of The Sea-
son: Sam Jackson, Whitch-
urch Alport Juniors

B Life Member Award:
Tony Williams

Phone 01952 303062

ww.ternvalleycars.co.uk
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to reverse his decision when

Jack Price. Many of its play-

“Many challenges still
lie ahead for the league,

on his behalf.
The second went to

with George Lewis of Os-
westry Boys and Girls Club

league’s youth fixture secre-
tary for 10 years, won the
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"::1 i'm:;”'m;’:,:ﬁ‘ A e “:n"m'lﬂ Roy Hodgson’s England league’s chairman, told day night’s event, recognis- Junior Football League for different youth leagues, was — one of his goalkeeping

e and o farall

squad in the run-up to this
summer’s World Cup. “They
haven’t asked me, but I'd be
happy to help if they did,”
he said.

the 160-strong audience:
“Shropshire Junior Foot-
ball League has come a
long way since it started in
the 1973/74 season with 25

ing officials who have given
up years of their time to
promote grassroots football
in Shropshire.

The first went to Rob

the past decade.

The third winner was
league chairman Mike
Hames, who has been in-
volved in junior football in

named Club of the Season.
Keith Davies, who has
refereed more than 300 local
matches over 20 years, won
the award for Services to

jerseys, and a City shirt au-
tographed by the Premier
League winning team of
2012. Bidding lasts until the
end of this week.
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season, with the return leg to be
played at Wrexham’s Racecourse
Ground next Thursday. Manager

Wrexham and still have a chance to
go through.”
Aware of the threats Ludogorets

ments, so that the boys are getting
more comfortable with European
competition.”
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