[image: image4.png]i (V) . A WIN

GRASSROOTS FOOTBALL AWARDS






SHROPSHIRE JUNIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE
                                LEAGUE WELFARE STATEMENT

In the recent weeks, we have all heard about the child abuse cases in football in the press & tv.
The SJFL are issuing this statement to reassure all involved in Junior football that as a league we are responsible for ensuring that children registered to play in this league can play football in a safe environment.

As a FA Charter Standard Football League, we are required to follow all guidelines of Safe Guarding Children, that all league officers, club officials, managers/coaches & any volunteer who has close contact with children MUST have a valid DBS & Safe Guarding Children certificate. All teams to be compliant to play in this league must have 2 adults for every team who have a current DBS & Safe Guarding certificate. Every Club Welfare Officer MUST ensure that they keep a record of Club officers, managers/coaches & volunteers to check they have a current DBS & Safe Guarding Children certificates. Any person who has not got a DBS must get one now & should not have any involvement until they are compliant. Any person who refuses to do a DBS MUST NOT BE ALLOWED to have any involvement in this league.
The FA have over the years have implemented procedures of Safe Guarding Children, DBS checks & have a LWO OR CWO to make sure that all children who play football in a safe but fun environment. No league or club who are not compliant with these measures are not allowed to participate.

The FA have released guidance to explain the four keys to safeguarding.

1. Checked -to ensure adults are suitable to work with youngsters.
2. Trained – from coaches to referees, all are given suitable safeguarding training.
3. Hear – concerns from both children & adults will be listened to.
4. Report – the importance of raising concerns about a child`s welfare.
Following these simple but crucial steps means that there is a framework on place to ensure that if standards ever fall short with poor practice or unacceptable behaviour, they can be addressed. 

Anyone who has a concern about the welfare of a child or the behaviour of an adult towards a child or young person under the age of 18 years of age in football, is required to refer it to    The FA safeguarding team. The team is staffed by professionals who are experienced in dealing with the concerns. Referring a concern can be done via your club, league or county FA all will have a Designated Safeguarding Officer (Club Welfare Officer, League Welfare Officer).
Please make sure that every parent knows who their CWO & LWO is. 

If the matter is urgent & you cannot contact your CWO, LWO or County FA WO phone the NSPCC – 0808 8005000 OR if an emergency the child is in  danger then call the police.

CONTACT NUMBERS/EMAIL ADDRESSES
SJFL Welfare Officer – Jan Butler – 07958503544 – Email sjflwelfareofficer@btinternet.com
SFA County Welfare Officer- Victoria Vespa
Victoria.Vespa@shropshirefa.com  
Referee Development Officer – Ian Preece 
Ian.Preece@shropshirefa.com 
NSPCC – 0800 0232642 or the 24 hour helpline 0808 8005000
For advice/concerns contact The FA through safeguarding@thefa.com 

Jan Butler SJFL Welfare Officer

Working in partnership with: Shrewsbury Town F.C.  Kidz in Focus. Sportsjam.. Shropshire Schools & Colleges F.A.  Shropshire FA .

Working in Association with: The Georgia Williams Trust. Shrewsbury Sports Village. Shrewsbury Sixth Form College. Shrewsbury College of Arts & Technology. Shropshire Girls League. Shropshire Minor County Football League
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‘Ability is nothing without opportunity’
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