Mayor of Shrewsbury’s

Youth Award

Award Criteria

Shrewsbury Town Council presents the Mayor of Shrewsbury’s Awards annually to individuals, schools or organisations within Shrewsbury in recognition of their achievements towards enhancing the wellbeing of young people in the area.  The public as well as officers and members of the Council using the following criteria can put nominations forward:

· Nominees must have a distinctive connection or link to Shrewsbury;

· Nominees must be based or have a base within Shrewsbury; and

· Projects must operate on a non-commercial basis.

There are three award categories: 

· School Category

· Group Category 

· Individual Category


Please complete the form clearly and in black ink, continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Press cuttings, leaflets and brochures to support your nomination can be included.

Closing date for nominations is Friday 1st April 2016.

The judging of these awards will take place in late March with the winner being announced at an awards ceremony on 27th April.

If you need assistance with completing the nomination form or are unsure of the award categories or have any other queries regarding the Mayor’s Awards please contact  The Mayor’s Secretary, Carol Pullen on (01743) 257655 or email: carol.pullen-stc@shropshire.gov.uk 
Further information regarding Mayor’s Awards can be obtained from the Shrewsbury Town Council’s website: www.shrewsburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Mayor of Shrewsbury’s

Youth Award

Nominee is: Shropshire Junior Football League.
Are you nominating:

	A School?
	
	
	A Group/Organisation?
	X
	
	A Individual?
	


Please give details of why you feel this nomination has enhanced the well being or young people in Shrewsbury including the impact the school/group/individual has had on the local community:
Shropshire Junior Football League (SJFL) has come a long way since it started in the 1973/74 season with just 25 teams in 3 divisions for U13, U14 & U16 age groups and less than 300 players. In 2014 SJFL celebrated 40 years   of providing junior football http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/sjfl40/ with a turnover of £20,000, 23 FA Charter Standard clubs, 167 teams from U8 to U16 and 2300 players. The League started as the Shrewsbury & District Sunday Junior Football League, based at The Albert Hotel, Smithfield Road, Shrewsbury, changed name to the Shropshire County Sunday Junior Football League in 1982, as its provision of football spread across the county, before becoming the SJFL in 2006. In 1999 the league embraced Shrewsbury Town FC as a football partner and moved its then HQ from the Telepost Club, Abbey Foregate to the Gay Meadow and then to the Greenhous Meadow new stadium (home of STFC) in 2007, where it still reside today. SJFL was the first county league (2002) to implement a Code of Conduct in its rules and regulations and Turner Peachey became the first official league sponsors in 2006 (until 2014) supporting and promoting the Respect Programme. 2009 was a big year, starting with SJFL becoming the FIRST affiliated league in England to be accredited as Charter Standard by The F.A with a presentation at Wembley Stadium. The year finished with the league being the first to implement a mid-season winter break  with a Futsal Festival held at Shrewsbury Sports Village and a presentation by the Mayor of Shrewsbury  for services to football in the community  http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/roll-of-honour-2009-10-2/   The Futsal Festival was so successful that it’s still played annually today. 
The McDonalds FA Community Charter Standard League awards for Shropshire & West Midlands were presented to SJFL in 2010 and for the next 5 seasons to date ( 2015). http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/fa-charter-standard-league-year-regional-winners-w-midlands/  
SJFL implemented 9v9 football for the U11 age group in 2011 and in 2012 for both U11 and U12 groups. Currently 38 teams and over 530 participants now play 9v9 football. 
As an affiliated Respect League, SJFL was recognised for its excellent work with Respect and awarded Bronze accreditation by The FA in 2012 and in 2013 with the first Silver accreditation to any league in the county. 
SJFL and each member club are committed to promoting inclusivity and to eliminating all forms of discrimination http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/kick-focus-week-october-2015/   The league supports the FA’s Respect Code and as such recognise that everyone in football has a collective responsibility to create a fair, safe and enjoyable environment in which the game can take place. All teams must be supervised by two responsible adult members of the club who both hold a valid FA CRB/DBS check, the FA Safeguarding Children Workshop qualification and at least one of these adults has completed the FA Level.1 coaching badge and FA Emergency Aid course.

Currently the League has 20 member clubs, all FA Charter Standard, of these 6 are Community Chartered Clubs with links to schools at Meole Brace, Mereside, St. Giles, Shrewsbury College, Shrewsbury Sixth Form College and Shrewsbury Cricket Club. Of the 170 teams, 65 provide mini-soccer (U8 to U10), 38 teams are playing 9v9 football (U11-U12), 67 teams play 11 a-side football and nearly 2500 registered players are enjoying football in a safe and friendly environment. A match programme through FA Full-Time  http://full-time.thefa.com/Index.do?divisionseason=249973081&league=8668263 is provided for all age groups including development football for mini soccer (U8-U10) and 9v9 teams (U11) age groups and open competition football for U12 – U16 teams. Cup competitions for U12 to U16 teams are played for with a festival of football finals held at Shrewsbury College, London Road Campus at the end of the season. 
The league continues to provide a mid- winter Futsal Respect Festival (now in its eighth year) for U8-U10 teams and this is held annually at Shrewsbury Sports Village. This year 62 teams entered the event and over 600 players participated over the eight week festival. http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/futsal/  

SJFL’s Presentation Day is held at Greenhous Meadow Stadium at which players, managers & coaches are recognised and rewarded for their commitment and dedication to grassroots football along with charity nomination awards.  This event attracts over 1000 supporters
The league supports local/national charities    http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/charity-cheque-presentation/ through the Charity Cup Competition and club donations, raising over £23000 this millennium alone. This year the Shropshire Charity Cup Competition for U13 and U14 age groups finals will be held at Market Drayton Town FC Stadium. 
Challenges still lie ahead for the league not least working towards the Gold Respect accreditation and appointing match officials across more  age groups (at present referees are appointed to U13,14 & U16 games) and these will be implemented following success with the FA National Referee Development Programme award to SJFL ( another first for any league in the county)  http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/fa-national-referee-development-programme-awards/  

Shropshire Junior Football League is very proud of its Hall of Fame and to the success that

young players from the league went on to achieve and enjoy as professional footballers:- 
Joe Hart:  Meole Brace / SAHA - Shrewsbury Town / Man City / England

Billy Jones:  Monkmoor Comets - Crewe / Preston / West Bromwich Albion/Sunderland

Boaz Myhill: Oswestry Boys Club -  Aston Villa/Hull City / West Bromwich Albion / Wales

Dave Edwards:  Worthen Juniors - Shrewsbury Town / Luton / Wolves / Wales

Jack Price: Shrewsbury Juniors - Wolves

Steve Leslie Shrewsbury Juniors Shrewsbury Town/Wrexham/AFC Telford
Last year the league invested in a new interface website where you will find all you need to know about the SJFL - visit www.shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk 
How is the work of your nomination funded? …………………………......................….........
Shropshire Junior Football League (formerly Shrewsbury and District Sunday Junior Football League) was founded in the 1973/74 season and is affiliated to the Shropshire Football Association. As a self financing non-profit organisation, with a current turnover of £20,000, it is a constituted league of member clubs who elect officers to administer the affairs and business of the competition on a voluntary basis. The League currently has 20 member clubs and all carry The FA Charter Standard accreditation, As a Charter Standard League grants are applied for/available through The Football Association to help with IT, coach education bursaries and referee sponsored courses through the National Development Programme.  Local businesses Sportsjam and Kidz in Focus also support the work of the league at festivals and presentation award days.  SJFL itself also sponsors the Shropshire Schools and Colleges FA U10 county boys finals.
http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/sponsorship/ 

……………………………………………………..…………………..………………………………

How much time does your nomination contribute towards enhancing the social well-being young people of the town?  Are there any special skills that your nomination puts to good use? 

*) “The Georgia Williams Trust is excited to be associated with the Shropshire Junior Football League. Our Trust was set up through tragically losing Georgia, but we were overwhelmed by people wanting to donate and do something positive with the money raised in Georgia’s spirit. She never excluded anyone from her circle of friends, and strived to include and help everyone. It is most apt that we link up with SJFL – as we also promote respect in our Trust – this is between others in every way – not just in sports, but in everyday life. The Trust aims to help children from the ages of 11-18 reach their goals in life and looks at ways we can get as many children involved as possible, and perhaps achieve something they didn’t think possible”.

An exciting venture for both the Trust and League and we are pleased SJFL is re-branding the ‘Respect Award’ to ‘The Georgia Williams Respect Award’.
http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/georgia-williams-trust/ 

*) Providing opportunities for disabled children to be part of and enjoy playing football within the football family. 

http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/fa-disability-talent-identification-programme/ 

*) SJFL was the first county league to become a FA Respect League with all 23 member clubs (at that time)  signed to the FA Respect programme and as FA Charter Standard Clubs endorse the programme, with many embedding a specific Respect Co-ordinator within their club or league. http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/respect-marshalls/ 

*) SJFL raises funds for charitable donations through the leagues charity cup competition. Teams pay an entry fee and collect donations at their cup matches along with clubs making separate donations. The funds are held in a charity fund account and each year member clubs and league nominate children’s/young people charities to receive the donation
http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/charity-cheque-presentation/ 

*) SJFL and each member club are committed to promoting inclusivity and to eliminating all forms of discrimination http://shropshirejuniorleague.co.uk/kick-focus-week-october-2015/   
*) SJFL were invited by The F.A. to their first Conference (2014) for CS junior leagues held at St. Georges Park and this inspired the league to continue its commitment to football in the community. The FA Charter Standard programme is a key aspect to club and league development as grassroots football continues to change, with different formats of the game now being played, irrespective of ability, gender or ethnic origin and the demands for football in a safe and enjoyable environment remain high. The Shropshire Junior Football League is committed to making participation an enjoyable and safe experience for all involved in whatever capacity within the game as the league’s motto declares “Ability is nothing without opportunity”.

……………………………………………………..…………………..………………………………

References/Endorsement: Please contact Shropshire Football Association.  Mr Roy Waterfield (CEO) or Mr. M. Murphy ( SFA County Football  Development Manager)
Address: Shropshire Football Association. Greenhous Meadow. Oteley Road. Shrewsbury.  SY2 6ST.  

Tele:  01743 362769

Email: Roy Waterfield:  Roy.Waterfield@shropshirefa.com
Email: Mick Murphy:     Mick.Murphy@shropsfa.com
……………………………………………………..…………………..………………………………

Signed: M. R. Hames 
            ( M. R . Hames.   Chairman.  Shropshire Junior Football League)
.          Date: 28/03/2016.
Once complete please return this form to:

Mrs Carol Pullen (Mayor’s Secretary)

Shrewsbury Town Council, The Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HR

tel:  (01743) 257655 - fax: (01743) 281051  - email: carol.pullen-stc@shropshire.gov.uk

